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Annual Meeting and Boat Cruise
Enjoy the sights and sounds of a beautiful June evening while you network with Western New York women 

entrepreneurs during the induction of the chapter’s new officers.  We will offer a delicious buffet and a cash bar 
for our cruise on the Niagara River.  

The Grand Lady will take off from the Rich Marina, located at 5 Austin Street (off Niagara) in Buffalo.

Date:	 Wednesday, June 11, 2014
	 Networking: 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. • Dine, drink and cruise until 8:30!
Location:	 The Grand Lady
	 Rich Marina  •  5 Austin Street (just off Niagara Street) in Buffalo
Cost:	 $35 / member  •  $40 / guest
Register:	 www.nawbowny.org

n a w b o  b u f f a l o  n i a g a r a  e v e n t s 
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Key.com is a registered service mark of KeyCorp 
©2011 KeyCorp. KeyBank is Member FDIC. CS10985 617493684

unlock
your
company’s
potential
At KeyBank, our business bankers tailor 
unique financing strategies to help you 
take your business wherever you want it 
to go.

We help you get the funds to buy a new 
building or renovate existing space, pay 
for new equipment or upgrade 
technology. We also help protect 
against fraud, manage your cash flow 
and make sure your payroll is always 
accurate.

Whatever you need, we offer the kind of 
straightforward advice to help take care 
of all the things that matter most.

go to key.com/business
call Elizabeth Kraus at
call 847-7775
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silver member chapter partners
Alliance Advisory Group
Suzanne Novelli • 817-7109

Barbara Oliver & Co. Inc.   
Barbara Oliver • 204-1297 

Brown Electric, Inc. 
Sharon Brown • 694-7622 

Career Partners International/Buffalo Niagara   
Dottie Austin • 632-7663

Duke Holzman Photiadis & Gresens LLP   
Patricia Gillen • 855-1111

Insty-Prints Business Printing   
Joyce DeLong • 634-5966

Lougen, Valenti, Bookbinder & Weintraub, LLP
Carolyn Valenti • 204-9000

White Rabbit Design Studio   
Katharine Smith • 839-3696

All contributed articles must be original work; all previously published works must be accom-
panied by the publisher’s authorization to reprint. WOMANink reserves the right to edit con-
tributed articles for clarity and length, and reserves the right to refuse to publish any contrib-
uted article.

The articles contained in WOMANink express the views of the individual authors and do not 
necessarily represent the views of NAWBO, or the NAWBO Buffalo Niagara Chapter. WOMANink 
is distributed for information purposes only, with the understanding that neither NAWBO, the 
NAWBO Buffalo Niagara Chapter, nor the individual author is offering legal, tax or financial advice.

WOMANink is a monthly information service for the NAWBO Buffalo Niagara Chapter’s 
members and other women business owners. Published 10 times per year (no issues pub-
lished in July and August). Circulation:  September and February issues approximately 750; 
and remaining months, approximately 140. Payment must accompany all advertisement 
requests. WOMANink reserves the right to refuse to publish any advertisement.

© NAWBO Buffalo Niagara

2013/14 Editorial Board
Marilyn C. Miller, President
Celeste DiStefano, Immediate Past President

Design/Layout	
Katharine Smith, Communications Co-chair
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Our Mission
NAWBO Buffalo Niagara is the premier organization for women 

business owners who aspire to accomplish growth, education, 

and connections.

Pictured with Jennifer (r) is NAWBO Buffalo Niagara President Marilyn Miller.  
Photo on the right, Katharine is shown with Buffalo Business First reporter.

member news

NAWBO Members Honored at SBA Small 
Business Week Awards Luncheon in May
Jennifer Cooper was awarded the chapter’s Member of the Year Award and  
Katharine Smith received the District Director’s Special Recognition Award 
at the 2014 Small Business Week Awards Luncheon on May 7.

Check us out online:
www.nawbowny.org

www.facebook.com/NAWBOWNY

twitter.com/nawbowny
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 1According to statistics released by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) for total approved loans through the SBA’s 7(a) lending program during the federal fiscal year ending 
9/30/2010. ©2011 M&T Bank. Member FDIC.  H

While other banks 
wait and see,  
M&T lends.

Now more than ever, small businesses need the support of banks to succeed – to remain viable in today’s economy and to create jobs for 

families. And that’s why M&T Bank is out there continuing to make loans. In fact, we made 36% more SBA loans this year than last – 

making us the sixth largest SBA lender in the country. These rankings1 confirm our unwavering commitment to the small businesses 

in all our communities. See what our strength, experience and full range of business banking services can do for you. Stop by any M&T 

Bank branch, call 716-839-8720, or visit us at mtb.com/SBAlender. 

# 1  SBA Lender In Western 
New York Sixteen Years 
In A Row.

#6 SBA Lender Nationally.

June WIL Honoree
Dr. Maureen Millane
Director, Career Services
and President, Transformation 
Consultants

Maureen founded Transformation Consul-
tants in 1989. She works primarily with not for 
profits and small business owners and provide 

executive coaching, board governance, board retreats, professional 
development and facilitate strategic planning. She also works as the 
director of career services at Daemen College. 

Maureen is most proud of founding the Women’s Business Center 
at Canisius College. She wrote and secured a $1.5 million ($750k 
matching) competitive federal grant and founded the Women’s Busi-
ness Center in Buffalo. Their mission is to provide entrepreneurs, small 
and potential business owners, the critical skills, knowledge, tools and 
support network to increase their successes and positively impact the 
economic development in their communities.  This was the first time 
the grant was awarded  to a university and the WBC recently celebrat-

ed its 10-year anniversary.

NAWBO Buffalo Niagara 
was at the table from the 
beginning and has served on the advisory board.  The chapter also 
participated in the Women’s Leadership Conferences held at the Buf-
falo Niagara Convention Center.

Maureen gives back to the community.  She serves on the Washing-
ton Intern Institute, Washington, D.C. board of directors; she is chair of 
The Women’s Group 2012; Leadership Buffalo Class of 2012; acts as 
a docent at Albright Knox Art Gallery; and serves as secretary on the 
board of directors, P2Collaborative of Western New York.

She will lead the discussion on LEAN IN book (Sheryl Sandberg) 
for the Buffalo Niagara Human Resource Association. In April 2014 
Maureen was the keynote speaker K-16 educational pipeline: inter-
ventions for success for Western New York Grant Makers and in fall 
2013, she was selected by the NYS Council for the Humanities as a 
Scholar Facilitator for an adult reading series discussion on the theme 
of work.

   
 

women in leadership 
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Nancy Jo Eckerson
Author & Legacy Facilitator

Write Now!  Inc.
Serving all your writing needs.

5784 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

(716) 542-6544
njeckerson@verizon.net
www.writenowink.com

Personal Legacies • Business Legacies • Freelance Writing

Patricia Gillen
Attorney at Law

1800 Main Place Tower
350 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14202-3718
e-mail: pgillen@dhpglaw.com

Duke Holzman 
Photiadis & Gresens LLP
tel:	 716-855-1111
fax	 716-855-0327

330 harris hill road • williamsville, ny 14221 • www.cpibn.com

dottie austin
principal

ph: 716-632-7663
cell: 716-652-2206
daustin@cpibn.com
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Don’t take a chance  
on your company’s image.

3959 Union Road  Cheektowaga, NY 14225
p 716.634.5966  f 716.634.0841  insty@roadrunner.com

www.InstyPrintsCheektowaga.com

d e s i g n      p r i n t      c o p y      m a i l

Witty

Wondrous

Whimsical

Woman-Owned

716 839 3696

www.whiterabbitdesign.com 
whiterabbitdesign@roadrunner.com

Imaginative, intelligent ideas that get your message across.

Suzanne M. Novelli
Registered Representative
& Financial Advisor

600 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14202
716. 817-7109   CELL  716. 445-7442
FAX  716. 817-7117
suzanne_m_novelli@glic.com
www.allianceadvisorygroup.com
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